
STRATEGIES FOR LEARNING STRING MUSIC 
 

1. FINGER AND SAY—Say letter name while doing the correct 
fingering  
 

2. FINGER AND PIZZ—Use strategy #1, but with Pizzicato 
(plucking) on the string rather than just saying the letter 
name 
 

3. CLAP AND COUNT—Clap the written rhythm while saying the 
beats aloud, and STEADY (1,2,3,4  1,2,3,4) 
 

4. AIR BOW ON WRITTEN RHYTHM--focusing on appropriate bow 
speed and direction 
 

5. SINGLE PITCH IN RHYTHM—Keep a steady beat on the written 
rhythms while playing a single pitch of your choice for the 
whole passage 
 

6. WRITTEN PITCHES ON QUARTER NOTES—Don’t worry about the 
written rhythms with this strategy, just keep a steady beat. 
And focus on the fingerings and the technique of your 
instrument to play with a good tone. 
 

7. PLAY THE PASSAGE! 


